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How an alpine course interacts with its ecosystem

CONTEXT
N An alpine golf course at 1,500 metres shows how assessment can
move from compliance to ongoing management. The motivation
was threefold: sustainability strategy, GEO Foundation
certification, and understanding risk in a fragile alpine setting.

ASSESSMENT APPROACH

The scope remained focused on the course itself and a set of well-
understood indicator species, including birds, butterflies, orthoptera,
dragonflies and flowering plants, using standard field surveys
conducted across different habitat types.

ACTION TAKEN

Findings fed directly into management: reduced mowing,
wildflower seeding and new wetland features attracted more
diverse species, and nesting boxes achieved high occupancy.
Biodiversity is now embedded in a three-year action plan.

ORIVER OUTCOME
Sustainability strategy, GEO The course was found to support several threatened species,
certification, fragile alpine setting including rare birds, a threatened butterfly and a critically
LOCATION endangered aquatic plant in one of its ponds.
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SCOPE

The golf course itself, focused on
indicator species

PARTNERS

GEO Foundation; consultants
Naturark, BloomUp

OUTCOME

Threatened species found;
embedded in a 3-year action plan
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