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UIM E1 World Championship
Human and technological monitoring at the Miami GP 2025

DRIVER

Permit to operate where
powerboat racing is typically
restricted

LOCATION

Miami, USA (coastal and marine
environment)

SCOPE

Site-specific assessment focused
on species of concern inside the
race area

PARTNERS

Marine observers; authorities;
drone operators

OUTCOME

Exceptional operating permit
secured

CONTEXT

Water-based motorsport brings immediate, highly sensitive

interaction with nature. The Miami GP 2025 was staged where

powerboat racing is typically restricted due to protected marine

species, so securing permission demanded a credible plan to
operate without harm.

ASSESSMENT APPROACH

A site-specific assessment identified species of concern within the
race area, including manatees, dolphins, sea turtles and stingrays.
Historical sighting records, speed restrictions and collision risks
directly informed the design of the racecourse rather than simply
serving as background information.

ACTION TAKEN

The course was redesigned to avoid sensitive zones altogether. A

Watch and Response Plan combined trained marine observers with

drone coverage; if a protected species entered a safety perimeter,

racing stopped immediately, with all teams briefed in advance.

OUTCOME

The event recorded no wildlife interactions during racing, reported

to authorities afterward, and the process helped secure an

exceptional permit for a new form of powerboat racing.

WHAT THIS MEANS IN PRACTICE

The most effective assessments change the plan, not just the
paperwork. Use ecological data to redesign routes and zones,
and centralise reporting through trained observers.


