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200 volunteers support peatland moss restoration

CONTEXT

Upland peatlands that underpin climbing and hill walking across the
UK have been heavily degraded by historic pollution, drainage and,
more recently, wildfire. As a result, ecosystems that once stored
carbon and supported biodiversity have become sources of
emissions and biodiversity loss.

ASSESSMENT APPROACH
Working with the Moors for the Future Partnership, the BMC
helped identify priority locations where intervention is most
needed, often close to popular recreation areas. Rather than a
standalone survey, the assessment is embedded into restoration
planning: what to plant, where, and how to measure recovery.

ACTION TAKEN

Through its Climate Project, the BMC channels member funding
into re-wetting land and stabilising peat, blocking erosion gullies to
raise water tables. More than 200 volunteers have planted over

DRIVER 14,000 sphagnum moss plugs, central to peatland recovery.
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LOCATION Survival rates are tracked against control sites, with early results
Peak District & South Pennines, showing strong performance, including full survival in some

UK volunteer-planted areas, backed by ongoing water-table and
SCOPE vegetation monitoring.

Priority peatland restoration sites
close to popular recreation areas
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Moors for the Future Partnership;
BMC members

OUTCOME

Strong early survival, including full
survival in some plots
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