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Overall objective
To deliver transformative,
nature positive action across

sports by 2030 and beyond,
sports enabling sports to champion

for Natu re nature and contribute to its

protection and restoration.

\@N Gote= UN® Q@ CCCCC | \ Developed and implemented
i pogramme.  y— Pemsiony gt : N
together with sport organisations.

106 signatories representing over
30 sports.
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Interlinkages between nature
and climate change

Ali Raza Rizvi
Global Head Climate Change & Energy Transition
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
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Climate Change,
Nature &
Human Society

Climate Change
Causes
Impacts and Risks

Negative Loop

Human Society Ecosystems

Limits to adaptation including biodiversity

Losses and damage: >
= 2 e Limits to adaptation

Losses and damages
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Best Available Science

IDCC ipbes

NTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON
climate chanee




Science Calls for Urgent Action

I D GG ipbes

INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON
climate chanee ...

T (o IR IPCC report: urgent climate action
needed to halve emissions by 2030

s Mdia Release: Nature's Dangerous Decline ‘Unprecedented’;
pemes Extlnctlon Rates ‘Accelerating’

i A Global report calls for urgent
N B action to reverse biodiversity loss




Impacts on Sport

i - icic i (a) Global surface temperature change
Ways the dual climate-nature crisis is already Increase relative to the period 1830-1900

affecting sport: .

5 o : i
Projections for different scenarios

« Cancelled games due to air quality (E.g., N

. . . SSP1-1.9
America wildfire haze 2023) SSP1-2.6 (shade representing very likely range)
« Marathon times moved to midnight or
cancelled due to heat (E.g., World Athletics >5P3-7.0

SSP5-8.5

Championships 2019)

* Flooded and polluted venues causing
cancellation (E.g., Rugby World Cup 2019)

« Shorter ski seasons & increased use of
artificial snow (E.g., Winter Olympics 2022)

« |Introduction of extreme weather policies,
water breaks (E.g., Roland Garros)

« Qutdoor crowd misting and fan systems (E.g.,
Qatar World Cup 2022)
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LOOkI.ng towa rds Futpr_e Climate Change
SOIUtlons Limiting Global Warming

Positive Loop

Human Systems Ecosystems

Transitions Transitions
Societal | Energy Land | Freshwater

Industry | Urban, Rural Coastal | Ocean

& Infrastructure E i
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THE HIDDEN IMPACT OF SPORTS

How Events Can Affect Nature and Climate

Event timing can
clash with nature
sports events
held during key
wildlife seasons,
like breeding or
migration, can cause
major disruptions.

High carbon
emissions from
athlete, staff, and
spectator travel
contribute to global
warming.

Deforestation for
event spaces can
reduce nature's

ability to absorb
carbon, worsening

climate change
effects

Energy-intensive
venues require
substantial
electricity for
lighting, heating,
and cooling, often
relying on fossil
fuels.

Light and noise
pollution can disturb
local wildlife, altering

their behavior and
breeding patterns.

Habitat destruction
from permanent and/

or temporary venue - ~" . 3 v ’ N ]
construction and — 1
event mfrasiruc!ure = q Dismpung

’ B G CApNICS ICH wildlife migration
Sport’s Best v popuiirs

& o o Ny ° crowds can block
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Defense Against

the Climate Crisis
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Invasive species
introduction
through imported
turf, plants, or
accidental transport
can threaten native

ecosystems.

Waste and pollution
from food packaging,
plastic bottles, and
chemical runoff can
harm ecosystems in and
\ around sports venues.
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Agricultural
emissions from
food supply chains
contribute to
greenhouse gases
and deforestation.
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Follow @sports4nature on Linkedin to learn more
about our activities, S4N signatories and future
Nature Sportified webinars.

Download the “Nature Action” Factsheet on the Sports for
Nature Website.

Do you already have a climate action plan? Add nature action to
it! No environmental sustainability plan in place yet? Consider
climate and nature as two sides of the same coin.

If you represent a sport organisation, consider joining the
Sports for Nature Framework. Contact us at
sportsfornature@iucn.org.
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mailto:sportsfornature@iucn.org

Feedback, questions, requests?

www.sportsfornature.org
sportsfornature@iuchn.org
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Thank you
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