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Overall objective
To deliver transformative, 

nature positive action across 
sports by 2030 and beyond, 

enabling sports to champion 
nature and contribute to its 
protection and restoration.

Developed and implemented 
together with sport organisations.

106 signatories representing over 
30 sports. 



Great potential to drive 
positive change.



Interlinkages between nature 
and climate change

Ali Raza Rizvi
Global Head Climate Change & Energy Transition
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)



Climate Change, 
Nature & 
Human Society

Figure TS.2 in Pörtner, H.-O., et al., (2022): Technical 
Summary, In: Climate Change 2022: Impacts, 
Adaptation, and Vulnerability. Contribution of 
Working Group II to the Sixth Assessment Report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Negative Loop
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Best Available Science
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Science Calls for Urgent Action
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Ways the dual climate-nature crisis is already 
affecting sport: 

• Cancelled games due to air quality (E.g., N 
America wildfire haze 2023)

• Marathon times moved to midnight or 
cancelled due to heat (E.g., World Athletics 
Championships 2019)

• Flooded and polluted venues causing 
cancellation (E.g., Rugby World Cup 2019)

• Shorter ski seasons & increased use of 
artificial snow (E.g., Winter Olympics 2022)

• Introduction of extreme weather policies, 
water breaks (E.g., Roland Garros)

• Outdoor crowd misting and fan systems (E.g., 
Qatar World Cup 2022)

Impacts on Sport



Looking towards 
solutions

Positive Loop

Figure TS.2 in Pörtner, H.-O., et al., (2022): 
Technical Summary, In: Climate Change 
2022: Impacts, Adaptation, and 
Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group 
II to the Sixth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.





Great potential to drive 
positive change.



Download the “Nature Action” Factsheet on the Sports for 
Nature Website.

Next steps

Do you already have a climate action plan? Add nature action to 
it! No environmental sustainability plan in place yet? Consider 
climate and nature as two sides of the same coin. 

If you represent a sport organisation, consider joining the 
Sports for Nature Framework. Contact us at  
sportsfornature@iucn.org. 

Follow @sports4nature on LinkedIn to learn more 
about our activities, S4N signatories and future 
Nature Sportified webinars. 

mailto:sportsfornature@iucn.org


Feedback, questions, requests?

www.sportsfornature.org

sportsfornature@iucn.org

mailto:sportsfornature@iucn.org
mailto:sportsfornature@iucn.org


Thank you


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

